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textual references is more likely to
reinforce the opinion that he warned
against the danger of Zionist thought
rather than promoting it. The
researcher chose the Criticism of
Criticism approach to investigate the
impact of cultural references on critical
judgments based on artistic references
and symbols with cultural dimensions
when interpreting literary texts. It also
benefited from the cultural criticism
approach when examining the cultural
foundations associated with the author,
his text, and the surroundings of his
production, and their equivalents for
readers.
Keywords: Reception, Interpretation,
Franz Kafka, Jackals and Arabs,
Kafka's Zionism.
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Abstract
This  study  explores  critical
interpretations in the Arab world of
Kafka’s story Jackals and Arabs. It
focuses on conclusions that the textual
discourse implies Kafka was a Zionist,
that he warned of a Zionist conspiracy
against the Arabs, or, as a third
interpretation, that the content and
thought expressed in the story was
anti-Semitic due to the circumstances
of FEuropean Jews. This study
examines the original German text
(content and structure) and traces the
connotational judgements and
interpretations of text and author in a
cultural context. The critical analysis
of the narrative is based solely on the
text and not on the ideology of its
author or the period in which it was
written. The study concluded that
Jackals and Arabs neither confirms nor
explicitly disproves Katka's perceived
Zionism. The tendency to regard views
critical of Arabs as Zionist is based on
directing references in the text to the
reference cultural premises of those
who hold them. The study further
concluded that reliance on the same
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