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Abstract

This study examined the
sociolinguistic phenomenon of code
switching among Saudi Mahri between
the Mahri and Arabic languages. The
study first built a brief social and
academic portfolio of the Saudi Mahri
then it investigated the impact of
demographic characteristics on the
practice of linguistic code switching-
CS, when and where this phenomenon
1s practiced, and the reasons that
motivate people to exercise CS.

The research paradigm used was cross
sectional  quantitative  descriptive
survey. 200 Saudi Mahri of different
ages and of both sexes in the city of
Sharurah in Najran region voluntarily
participated in the study. After
administering a survey, the results
showed that 74% of all participants
have no non-Mabhri relatives. 99% use
Mahri language at home, 84% prefer to
travel abroad, 32% prefer to get
engaged to a non- Mahri person. 72%
reported practicing both languages,
1.e., CS spontaneously.

As a result of Exploratory Factor
Analysis of the questionnaire, four
factors emerged that explained about
60% of the variation in the CS behavior
of Saudi Mahri,
background, openness to non-Mabhri
people and non-Mahri relatives.
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The results suggest that males practice
CS more than females while the older
and the higher the educational level the
greater CS is practiced. Marital status
has some minimal impact on CS while
educational field, economic situation,
and the sector at which the individuals
work have no impact at all on how
these participants would exercise CS.

Reasons related to practice CS were
fallen into four categories social,
linguistics, cognitive, and personal.
Exploratory factor analysis-principal
component analyses were conducted to
explore the underlying factor structure
which turned to explained about 77%
of the variance in the uses of CS. Three
components or latent factors were
found. Those were family and friend
component academic
component formal

usage,
usage, and
component usage.

In addition, the results show that
participants practice CS more when
they are in touch with governmental
agencies or merchandisers and
venders, and when communicate over
social media. The school is in the
middle way when it comes to the level
of practicing CS where the Mahri
students interact with their teachers in
and out of the classroom.

Keywords: code switching, Mahri
language, sociolinguistics.
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