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Abstract

Anyone contemplating the Islamic
religious identity in the Western
Islamic world in general, and
specifically in the region of West
Sudan (West Africa), will notice that
it is centered around specific
intellectual and practical landmarks;

namely, the Ash'ari creed in its
foundations, the Maliki school of
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classical era, as well as revealing the
cognitive systems and mechanisms
that governed it and directed its main
expressions in theology, legal theory,
ethics, and politics beyond its place
of origin and scope of dissemination.
Keywords. The Ash'ari discourse,
Bilad al-Sudan (Land of the Blacks),

Western Sudan - The Islamic West,

The Islamic theological lesson.
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thought in its Moroccan form as
branches, and the Junaydi Sufism in
its spiritual practices. To gain a
deeper
intellectual unity and examine the

understanding  of  this

contexts of its formation from both
cognitive  and  epistemological
perspectives, specifically in the
region of West Sudan during the
10th and 11th Hijri centuries (the
16th and 17th Gregorian centuries),
this article aims to provide a
historical and intellectual foundation
for the scientific and spiritual
relationships that connected the
regions of the Western Islamic world
during the studied period, which was
characterized by intellectual cross-
fertilization and social
communication between the far,
middle, and lower Maghreb on one
hand, and West Sudan on the other.
This 1s within the context of
discussing the factors behind the
spread of the Ash'ari creed in this
region, the reasons for its success,
and the causes for the Sudanese
attachment to it, which could
facilitate the renewal of scientific
and spiritual relationships between
the northern and western parts of the
continent in the present time. This
will be achieved by explaining the
characteristics of the  Ash'ari
discourse in one of the geographies
of the Western Islamic world and
some of its components in its
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CcuoQ (J.): Histoire de Tlislamisation de
I'Afrique de l'ouest, des origines a la fin du
XVI®,  Geuthner, Paris, 1984, p.9. et
DELAFOSSE (M.): Encyclopédie de lislam,
Tome 1, Paris, 1934, pp. 518-521.
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