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Abstract 
The human self represented by the 
man, in the novel “Ahl al-Hawa”, 
appears to be an exceptional, strange 
character, with an image with lost 
features, different from many images 
of the self in Arabic novels. As we see 
the man, for unclear reasons, 
abnormal, living a life that oscillates 
between meaninglessness and 
desolation… Which made his self 
ambiguous, confused, scattered, lost in 
a world of contradictions, and made 
most facts, events, and characteristics 
carry the meaning and its opposite. It 
also made this self flounder in the 
world of the body and what revolves 
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around it of materialism and instincts, 
specifically sex, which became the 
focus of the novel, until it reached the 
animal scene. That failed the 
relationship between the man and 
woman and made the self incapable of 
owning itself and interacting with the 
other, who was almost absent from the 
novel. It also made this self a hybrid, 
devoid of real goals, not engaged in 
any work, or attributed to any 
achievement, dreams, or ambition. 
Rather, it was immersed in the world 
of oblivion, which made it lose its 
relationship with time and, 
furthermore, lost its true existential 
relationship with itself and humans… 
This self has been a victim of what 
others do to it, especially in wars... by 
emptying it of its essence and being, 
and plunging it into loss and non-
existence… Distorting the most 
beautiful thing that the human self can 
experience, which is passion. 
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