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Abstract 
In 2009, Kuwaiti women made history 
by winning 8 percent of electoral seats 
in a hotly contested election. However, 
their presence in the legislature 
continued to decline in 2012. In 2012, 
only 6 percent of members of 
parliament were women. Kuwait's 
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parliament, elected in 2013, does not 
have a single female candidate. Only 
one member of the Legislative 
Council, Safaa al-Hashem, resigned 
from her post in May 2014. The 
absence of women in the legislature is 
also linked to the country's political 
party system. Most of the success 
stories in the region have come from 
countries with strong quotas and party 
systems, such as Jordan and Morocco. 
Despite heated debates about the 
implementation of a women's quota 
system in Kuwait, a strong political 
party system can still be established in 
the country. Political parties are not 
banned in Kuwait. The country council 
is also divided into sectarian and 
ideological groups, which allows for a 
smooth transition to the system of 
political parties. The Kuwaiti 
government should focus on restoring 
confidence in its political parties and 
the country's parliament and 
eradicating corruption in the system. 
The rise of tribal politics and 
personalism and the growing number 
of corruption cases in the electoral 

 
تموز/يوليو    ت انتخب   ١ في  الهاشم     . ٢٠١٣صفاء 

على   في  ونجحت  وأصبحت    ٢٠٣٦الحصول  صوتا 
النائبة الوحيدة في المجلس التشريعي الرابع عشر في  
انتخابات   في  بمقعد  فازت  أن  لها  وسبق  الكويت. 

arena are some of the factors that have 
affected the stability of the country. 
Keywords: Kuwaiti women, Kuwait, 
parliament, political parties, legislative 
council. 
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