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Abstract
This study highlights that Ghassan
Kanafani was not merely a storyteller
of the Palestinian cause but a literary
innovator who transformed it from a
political tragedy into a deeply human
experience rich in both symbolic and
realistic dimensions. Men in the Sun
portrays
trapped between hope and despair

the Palestinian refugee
through symbolism and absurd death,
while Umm Saad presents a character
actively engaged in the struggle,
reflecting Kanafani’s evolving vision
of the Palestinian issue.

The research demonstrates that these
two works not only had an immediate
literary impact but also contributed to
shaping a profound cultural awareness
of Palestinian identity. They opened
new horizons in Arabic literature for
addressing the Palestinian cause. The
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contrast between them was not just a
stylistic difference but a reflection of
intellectual and social transformations
that influenced the discourse of
identity.  Thus,
Kanafani’s works remain a testament

resistance  and

to the narrative and cultural shifts that
shaped modern Palestinian literature
and cemented its place in the Arabic
literary landscape.
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