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Abstract 
This study is one of the earliest studies 
of the Libyan Sahara region. We all 
know that previous studies focused on 
the coast due to its abundance of 
sources and references, and because of 
the fundamental environment 
established by colonialism. The coastal 
region, including Tripolitania and 
Cyrenaica, represents a colonial 
legacy, with its focus on the coast. 
Consequently, the Sahara region, or 
Fezzan, was neglected except insofar 
as it served colonial purposes. In some 
parts of Fezzan, it served as a transit 
route for trans-Saharan trade or intra-
regional trade. This study is an 
adventure into a barren desert, devoid 
of vegetation, sources, and references. 
What little exists can be considered 
classical sources. The available source 
material is therefore very limited, 

except for the commonly used 
material, which, in reality, does not 
satisfy the researcher's needs. All 
previous studies focused on the coast 
of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, only 
addressing Fezzan incidentally through 
the lens of caravan trade. This study 
aims to highlight the geographical and 
economic importance of Fezzan as a 
significant center for economic 
production and trade exchanges. The 
study adopted the descriptive 
analytical approach as a 
methodological starting point in order 
to describe the historical facts and 
phenomena that governed the 
historical periodization of the city of 
Zuweila in Libyan history. This 
approach was imposed on us at the 
beginning of following the process of 
geographical and historical 
development of the city of Zuweila. 
The results highlighted the importance 
of geographical, environmental, and 
historical factors and their influence on 
the emergence of a cultural renaissance 
in the Fezzan region. This renaissance 
was likely significantly shaped by 
trade with the southern Sahara and the 
successive civilizations flourished 
there. The study also demonstrated the 
contribution to reconstructing 
fragments of Libyan national history 
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spanning centuries and eras. This is a 
contribution we continue to advocate, 
especially now, as we strive to rewrite 
our history with a new historical and 
systematic perspective. The study 
concluded by asserting that a state in 
Fezzan left behind a vast heritage that 
has not received the attention it 
deserves, while others have shown it. 
This represents a deficiency in our 
approach and a gap in our cultural 
guidance that must be addressed. The 
results also confirmed that history 
today is increasingly focused on 
studying the history of peoples, 
specifically our social, cultural, and 
civilizational history, which is nearly 
lost amidst the turmoil of wars and the 
clamor of politics. 
Keywords: Zawila city, reasons for its 
establishment, cessation of its 
historical role, its geographical context 
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