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Abstract 
Since space is the condition of 
existence, human awareness of their 
own existence can only occur through 
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their awareness of space, which is an 
inseparable part of it. Therefore, in this 
brief paper, we have sought to study 
how the human being becomes aware 
of space, first from a philosophical 
perspective. We have reached the 
conclusion that human awareness of 
space is necessarily a subjective 
awareness — for everything lies within 
the self, and nothing exists outside it — 
and that objectivity, as a method for 
perceiving space, is merely an illusion, 
amounting only to a lower degree of 
subjectivity (occupying the lowest 
level of subjectivity). This conclusion 
is based on general logical premises, 
the most important of which are the 
subjectivity of the act of perception in 
humans and the subjectivity of the 
language used in that perception. 
And if space, philosophically 
speaking, does not exist for the human 
being except when it is consciously 
apprehended, then it thereby 
approaches the literary subjectivity 
through which the production and 
design of space are entirely realized in 
the world of literary creativity. 
Literary subjectivity, in approaching 
space, is—in a certain sense—a higher 
degree of subjectivity, a continuation 
of philosophical subjectivity. For this 
reason, we have chosen to designate it 

as “the subjectivity of subjectivity.” 
Thus, there is a great convergence 
between philosophy and literature in 
this respect, in their conception of 
space and the human relation to it—
one that at times even reaches the point 
of intersection. This is natural in light 
of the close and historically enduring 
relationship between the two domains, 
and it suffices to mention a single 
example: Romantic philosophy, which 
considers the self to be the creator of 
the universe, a notion that was later 
translated into a literary current. 
On the other hand, we have observed a 
notable intersection between literature 
and “architecture” — for instance, 
architectural design — in their relation 
to space. Both engage with space 
through imagination and act upon it by 
means of this imagination, which is 
something inevitable. Therefore, we 
deemed it appropriate to use the 
expression “the writer–engineer” to 
describe the writer’s subjectivity in 
dealing with space, and to distinguish 
it from the philosopher’s subjectivity. 
This “literary engineering” comprises 
multiple kinds of engineering: the 
engineering of space (in time and 
place), the engineering of the image, 
the engineering of action, the 
engineering of language, and so on.
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