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Abstract 
It is not easy to trace the origins of 
words between languages, specifically 
those that are similar in pronunciation 
and meaning, which have a common 
origin. In this field, I present research 
that falls under the name of etymology, 
which relies on comparison between 
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formulas and semantics to distinguish 
the origins of vocabulary . 
The research focuses on the Sumerian 
word (UM.MI.A), which carries the 
meaning of (expert or scholar) and 
which has been found in the Sumerian 
language since its early ages. Then we 
will discuss what corresponds to that 
word in the Akkadian language 
(ummȃnu), where we will discuss the 
oldest occurrences of it. In those two 
languages, and its meanings in terms of 
context and significance in the 
approved texts, and then we will 
discuss its counterpart in the Arabic 
language, where we will work to 
present the meanings of the word 
(ummi يُّ  =أمُِّ ), its origins and its 
secondary meanings . 
Our goal in research is to reach a 
common origin for this word between 
the ancient Iraqi languages and the 
Arabic language, relying on textual 
evidence. This is an important matter 
that shows the originality of the Arabic 
language and its ancient roots . 
Key Words: ummi يُّ  =أمُِّ , UM.MI.A, 
ummȃnu, Etymology.ȃ ā
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((A praise poem of Išme-Dagan 
(Išme-Dagan A + V): 
https://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/cgibin/etcs
l.cgi?text=c.2.5.4.01&display=Crit&c
harenc=gcirc# ) 

ĝ ĝ

ĝ

ĝ

ĝ ĝ ḫ

ḫ

ĝ ĝ

ĝ ĝ ĝ ĝ

ĝ ĝ

ĝ

ĝ ĝ

ĝ ĝ ĝ

ĝ

ḫ ĝ



 

 ) دراسة تأصيليةUM.MI.Aالمفردة ( ٥
 

ĝ

((ETCSL c.5.1.3: The advice of 
a supervisor to a younger scribe (E-
dub-ba-a C)  ):  
https://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/cgibin/etcs
l.cgi?text=c.5.1.3&display=Crit&char
enc=gcirc# ) 

ȃ

pirišti il[āni rabȗti]  nișirti  
ummȃnu umūdu ana  [mūdi]  likallima 
la lu2mūdȗ la3 [immar ikkib da-nim 
dEN.LIL2 u3 dEA ilāni rabūti 
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19-21)  LU2UM.ME.A  mu-du-u 
na-șir  AD.ḪAL     DIĜIRMEŠ  GALMEŠ  
a-pil2-šu  ša  i-ram-mu ina ṭup-pi u  GI-
ṭup-pi  ina ma-ḫar  dUTU u dIM u2-tam-
ma-šu-ma 
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igi-um-mi-a-ke4-ne-še3 u-ba-tuš tigi a-
da-ab nu-ub-be2 

ö

(ṭupšarrūtu;/ bārūtu;/ ašipūtu;/ asūtu;/ 
kalūtu) 
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